
As I look reflect to what 2018 brought us, a
second year of President Trump making changes
that drive the opposition crazy. The country has
lower- unemployment, more jobs, median
household income is up, poverty is down.  Other
improvements, home prices are up, home
ownership is up, people on food stamps is down,

manufacturing jobs are up.  All good things nationally.  We have
Justice Brett Kavanaugh.

Locally, Wisconsin is doing great.  Our taxes are lower with some
taxes eliminated.  Unemployment is under 3% for the past 8 months.
Manufacturing jobs are back.  We have a budget surplus. Tuition at all
UW schools frozen for the past 6 years.  We also have Foxconn taking
shape.  

We have another challenge ahead of us and that is spring elections.
We are supporting Judge Brian Hagedorn.  He is running for the
Wisconsin supreme court.  We will need to get to the vote out again
in Washington county to bring him across the finish line.

In closing I want the thank everyone who supported or efforts in
the November elections.  We worked hard, and all our representatives
were re-elected, unfortunately we did not win the Governorship. 

I would like to wish everyone a very blessed Christmas and Happy
New Year.  Enjoy making memories with your family and friends.

Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Respectfully Submitted,

Maryann Rathke, President
Washington County Republican Women
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Let me start by wishing you all a slightly
belated Merry Christmas and a very Happy New
Year. As we get ready to turn our focus to what’s
ahead, I wanted to give everyone my thoughts
on the November election. Let me start by
thanking our campaign chairman Kathy Kiernan
for all her efforts in organizing our campaign
here in Washington County. Our coordinated

efforts here led to favorable results here in Washington County
(72.2% for Walker and 26.5% for Evers). Although the percentage
for Governor Walker was down a bit from 2014, the actual vote total
for Walker in Washington County increased from 2014 to 2018 by
676 votes. Therefore our voters did not stay home, but came out for
Governor Walker and all other down ballot candidates. Unfortunately
this was not the case in most other counties who saw their support for
Governor Walker wane slightly. However contrary to what we heard
from the media, that is not the reason we lost in November. A look at
the Dems numbers from 2014 to 2018 shows a marked uptick. More
Dem voters across the state supported Tony Evers than did Mary
Burke. So what is the explanation for this? I have a few theories. First
of all, Evers is the head of DPI which gives him a direct pipeline to
the school teachers and their powerful union. Secondly, hard as this
is to believe, Tammy Baldwin’s presence on the ballot also helped
Evers. Thirdly, millions of out of state dollars came into Wisconsin
to help Evers, and that was not necessarily the case in 2014. Fourth,
the Dems appeared to have an edge in enthusiasm, even if Walker and
Trump derangement syndrome and hatred was at the heart of it. Fifth,
there was noticeable voter apathy on our side in 2018 and a clear
unwillingness to fight. Lastly, and as always, the media both locally
and statewide gave overwhelming favoritism to Evers. So those are
my thoughts. It’s easy to looks at pure percentages, but once you drill
into it a bit, Evers brought out more of his base than Burke
(especially in Dane and Milwaukee counties), more so than Walker’s
supporters staying home. All that said, what do we do now?  Well
fortunately, Sen. Ron Johnson took on a leadership role shortly after
the election and has already formed a grass roots committee to
address our shortcomings. This committee has already met and is
beginning to implement some changes.  A “bottom up” approach to
future campaigns is being considered, rather than a top down
approach. Along with this theory, county parties are being
encouraged to get involved with local non-partisan races, as too
many local seats are being filled with liberals. In addition, there will
be changes at the RPW. This is just the beginning, but I assure you
there is more to come and I will keep you posted moving forward. 

I want to congratulate all our Washington County assemblymen
who were easily re-elected in November. We are blessed in
Washington County to have a solid, conservative group of leaders
who continue push the agenda to the right in Madison.

Finally, as I watched the funeral for President George HW Bush,
I was reminded of a time when political discourse was much more
civil than it is today. I fear we will never return to those days.
President Bush was a true American patriot, and I hold out hope that
someday our country may once again hold such leaders as him in
high regard.

Jim Geldreich, Chairman • Washington County GOP

Every 2nd Saturday – Breakfast and political talk.
Programs several times a year. Held at restaurants around
the county as well as several members’ homes 9:00-
10:30am. Locations listed in monthly newsletter.

Monthly Executive Board Meetings – 1st Wednesday
of the month at GOP office, 519 Hickory St., West Bend.

For updated information and events please go to the
Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women’s website –
www.wifrw.org. Click on counties, then click on
Washington to see our site information.

…………………………………………………………………
The GOP Report is a quarterly publication of the Republican Party of
Washington County. Its purpose is to publicize the actions of the
executive committee and upcoming events and activities of the party
as well as to provide a forum for elected officials to report business
and inform members of pertinent issues.  
Please forward any comments, articles or upcoming events to Jim
Geldreich jgeld@charter.net with a subject line GOP Newsletter or
leave a message at our office phone 262-334-4150.
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February 3, 2019 
Lincoln Day Brunch & Caucus, 

Columbian Banquet Hall

March 22-24, 2019
West Bend Gun Show, 

Washington County Fairgrounds

April 2, 2019
Election Day

May 17-19, 2019
RPW State Convention, 

Oshkosh Convention Center

July 23-28, 2019
Washington County Fair

September 21, 2019
WCRP Annual Fundraiser, 
Columbian Banquet Hall
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Meetings are held monthly on every third Tuesday at 7 pm at county party
headquarters, 519 Hickory St., West Bend. Any party member is welcome to attend.

WCRP Executive Committee

Invitations will be going out this week for the 2019 Lincoln Day
Brunch and Caucus.  This event will be held at the Columbian
Banquet Hall in West Bend.  As of this writing, we are working on a
guest speaker.  Beyond that, we will have a few resolutions, officer
elections, and we will hear from a few of our local representatives.
Any event at the Columbian always features Bryan’s award winning
brunch buffet, which is not to be missed!  Please plan on attending
this event as we kick off our 2019 season.

LINCOLN DAY BRUNCH



I want to clarify what was accomplished in the
extraordinary session and why I voted to accept
the proposals.  The provisions I voted for are far
from groundbreaking. Roughly half of the
measures had been previously introduced as
legislation, codified existing administrative rules,

were part of recent state budget proposals, drew from settled case
law, or aligned state law with changes to federal law.  In short, we
ensured Governor-elect Evers does not undo what was already passed
into law.  He did not run on overturning laws that already exist.
Governor-elect Evers will maintain the same Constitutional powers
granted to Governor Walker. He continues to have one of the
strongest veto pens in the nation. He will still be able to issue
executive orders and appoint over 200 executive branch officials.
The Attorney General’s office has no powers specified in the state
Constitution. The job of the Attorney General is to enforce and
defend the laws that the legislature has passed. The Attorney
General’s office continues to operate as it has in the past, which has
always included legislative oversight as specified in the Wisconsin
Constitution.   However, I am concerned with Governor-elect Evers
indicating he wants to shut down the successful Wisconsin Economic
Development Corporation (WEDC). This agency plays a vital role in
job creation and economic development. Over the past eight years,
WEDC has awarded Washington County businesses over $9 million,
and it is projected to create over 1,000 additional jobs. I voted to
support the nine-month transition plan for WEDC to ensure current
projects are completed throughout the state.   

The statewide offices of Governor and Attorney General were
elected by a mere 1-percent margin with the majority of the votes
from Madison and Milwaukee districts. My election to the Assembly
was a mandate from the voters of the 58th Assembly District.  I have
not wavered from the positions I took prior to the election. I was clear
about where I stood on the issues such as protecting the most
vulnerable in society, defending our Second Amendment rights,
funding all levels of education, maintaining local control, and
holding the line on taxes.  

Through conversations with my Republican colleagues in the
Assembly and Senate, I sense a genuine willingness to work with
Governor-elect Evers, Attorney General-elect Kaul, and our
Democratic colleagues on issues we can find agreement on. I share
that sentiment. Conflict and disagreement are inherent to our
constitutional republic and democratic process. The first step,
however, is making sure everyone has an equal seat at the table. 

Governor Walker shared his approach to assessing the merits of
each bill as they were signed into law stating: “My criteria when
evaluating these bills were simple: Do they improve transparency?
Do they increase accountability? Do they affirm stability? And do
they protect the taxpayers? The answer is yes.”

Rick Gundrum, State Representative
58th Assembly District

Assembly Report

I personally want to thank everyone in
Washington County for making us the top
percent win for Governor Walker/Lt. Governor
Kleefisch, A.G. Brad Schimel and Leah Vukmir
for U.S. Senate.  Our success is because of all of

you.  The outcome wasn’t what we expected, but we’ll move forward.
Also – congratulations to our State Senators and Representatives who
all won their seats.  Congratulations to Congressman Sensenbrenner
for his victory as well.  Our spring elections are just around the
corner.  Be sure to check your local municipality’s website to see
what is on your ballot.  Our most important job however, is the
election of a State Supreme Court Justice.  Judge Brian Hagedorn is
running on the platform to protect the rule of law and the
Constitution.   As a Judge, he applies the law and Constitution as
written, instead of legislating from the bench.  This will be a very
grassroots based campaign.  Right now, we’re looking for volunteers
to help.  We’ll be making “homemade” yard signs, doing literature
drops and making phone calls.  If you are willing to help, would you
please either email me – katzkiernan@att.net  or call me (262) 628-
3500.  If your want to help by making a contribution to his campaign
– make checks payable to “Friends of Brian Hagedorn”  - mail to –
Friends of Brian Hagedorn, P.O. Box 620066, Middleton, WI 53562.
I want to thank everyone who helped collect nomination signatures
so his name can appear on the ballot.  Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman

State Supreme Court candidate Judge 
Brian Hagedorn speaks to the WCRW.

The WCRP welcomes Leah Vukmir to our campaign office.

Senator Ron Johnson speaks at Pints & Politics.

★
★
★

Some of you may have noticed that we have
made a decision to become more involved in local
politics. It is something I felt was important when
I became involved with the WCRP and I believe
even more strongly now after my school board
service. The impact on our daily lives is much
greater from decisions made by local

governments (county, municipality and schools) than by those in
Madison or Washington DC, yet people tend to get way more worked
up over state and national issues.

Whether we want to call it “partisan politics” or not, there is a
philosophical difference in how we as Republicans view the role of
government and how the other side does. We believe philosophically
that government should be kept as small as possible, with decisions
made by representatives who are as close to the people as possible,
where they can be held responsible – the Left cares only about
imposing their ideas on the rest of us. Since there is always some kind
of “problem” to be addressed, their method tends to result in more
and more government and more regulation of we can and cannot do.

We need to exert whatever pressure we can to ensure that our local
boards are making decisions that represent our county’s population,
which votes the most conservatively in the whole state. To do this, we
need to encourage current office holders to join WCRP and
participate in our events – or, if they don’t agree with us
philosophically, find better choices to fill those seats. When decisions
are made to spend money, to hire administrators, or to approve what
our children are taught or exposed to, ask yourself who should be
making those calls – is it really someone you know and trust?  The
Democrats have been good at recruiting people to run for these races
– often well-known, active, community leaders – but ones whose
politics are kept hidden until it’s too late. Join us in this effort to shine
a spotlight on what our local officials believe and what they are
actually doing with the powers we give them.

Randy Marquardt, Vice Chairman
Washington County GOP

Vice Chairman’s Corner

Courts matter.  Although our founders designed
the judiciary to be our "least dangerous branch,"
nearly every significant question in American

society now seems to end up before judges.  This means that who we
have serving on our highest courts is as important as ever.   As an
attorney, including serving as Governor Walker’s Chief Legal Counsel
for almost five years, I have been involved in some of the most
significant and high-profile litigation in Wisconsin history.  As a judge
on the Wisconsin Court of Appeals since 2015, I put my judicial values
into practice every day.  Now, after much prayer, I am asking
Wisconsinites for the privilege of serving you on the Wisconsin
Supreme Court.  More than just experience, Wisconsin needs a justice
committed to the rule of law.  I am.  My job as a judge is to say what
the law is, not what I think the law should be.  I will uphold the
constitution as written, including protecting rights we the people have
enshrined in our constitution like the freedom of speech, freedom of
religion, and the right to bear arms.

I am also committed to protecting the public.  The heroin and meth
epidemics are ravaging our communities. We must be part of the
conversation. I'm also proud to have the endorsement of dozens of law
enforcement leaders.  I understand that law enforcement is our ally, not
our enemy.  Running for statewide office is no easy task.  I'm grateful
my amazing wife of 17 years, Christina, is as committed to this race as
I am.  And so are my five children ages 15, 13, 10, 8, and 5.  This is not
just a job, but a calling.  This will be a tough, hard-fought race.  But I
believe our constitutional order is worth the fighting for.  Please stand
with me and cast your vote for Judge Brian Hagedorn for Supreme
Court on April 2, 2019!

Judge Brian Hagedorn

State Supreme 
Court Campaign

Campaign Report

Although still in the planning stages, the WCRP is planning a
birthday party for the Republican Party sometime in the first quarter
of the year. It will tentatively be held at the Washington County
Fairgrounds, and we will get the date out to you shortly after the
holidays. We plan to bring in some special guests for this event, as we
celebrate the anniversary of our party. More details very soon!

REPUBLICAN PARTY 
BIRTHDAY PARTY

The honor guard carries the casket of President George HW Bush.

The Washington County elected officials speak at Pints & Politics.


