
Even in an off campaign year, we find our club
busy.  We currently have 135 members.  We are
fortunate to have our legislators at our monthly
breakfast meetings to inform us of legislative bills,
budget issues and all things political.  At our June
breakfast, we heard from Wendy Smith, founder of
“Washington County Anti-Trafficking

Advocates”.  In May, a group of our members attended the WI
Federation Legislative Day in Madison.  In June, we hosted an
evening program.  We invited Julaine Appling, President of WI
Family Council and WI Family Action.  We held our Summer Gala
Luncheon on August 12 and featured Shane Lesko from AIPAC.  He
spoke about the important relationship between the United States and
Israel.  We also invited Senator Johnson.   He gave a very passionate
speech and thanked us for our work and said  “we can never give up”.
We also continue our Sweets & Treats for First Responders.  We
delivered treats to the Trenton police and the Newberg fire
department in August.  They are so appreciative for this recognition.
We also send “care packages” to soldiers overseas.  If anyone has an
overseas person, please contact any of the Republican Women.  If you
are not a member, please consider joining our club.   Besides being
informed, we have fun!

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman
Washington County Republican Women
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Summer is winding down, school has
started, the Packers season is about to kickoff,
and the WCRP is preparing for our annual
fundraiser!  Typically held in June, we have
moved the date of our annual fundraiser to
September 23 this year at the Columbian
Banquet Hall.  This year’s theme is WINNING.
We will celebrate the accomplishments made

by the GOP over the last couple election cycles, while spending the
evening socializing and bidding on prizes.  Our special guests are
Congressman Sensenbrenner and WISN talk show host Jay Weber.
There will be some fantastic prize packages up for bid in our live
auction hosted by Rep. Dan Knodl.  As always, we will have an
award winning hors’ doeurves buffet by Bryan at the Columbian.
Invitations were sent out in late August, so please send back your
RSVP’s if you have not already done so.  This fundraiser is critically
important to the WCRP, as our annual budget is $22,000.00 -
$25,000.00.  Obviously we cannot balance our budget on our
membership fees alone, so we need everyone’s participation in this
event.  I look forward to seeing all of you at the WINNING event!
Thanks so much in advance for your generosity and commitment to
the WCRP.

A quick peek ahead into 2018 shows a potentially very busy
campaign year.  Not only do we have Governor Walker’s re-election,
we will have a U.S. Senate election, Congressman Sensenbrenner’s
re-election, an open state supreme court seat, and several local
election campaigns.  No doubt the Dems will be spending heavily to
keep Tammy Baldwin’s seat, in addition to trying to take out
Governor Walker.  We need to spread the word about the ongoing
positives in Wisconsin thanks to Governor Walker and our
Republican controlled state houses.  We are fortunate in Washington
County to be so well represented by Sens. Stroebel, Fitzgerald and
Darling, and Reps. Knodl, Gannon, Brooks, Kremer, Born and
Brandtjen.

The WCRP was saddened recently at the loss of former state Sen.
Ted Kanavas.  Many of our members knew Sen. Kanavas as he
represented a portion of Washington County before the 2010
redistricting and attended many of our WCRP events.  Sen. Kanavas
was a great conservative patriot and an even greater person.  We also
recently lost long time WCRP member and Washington County
servant John Kohl, and his wife Evie Kohl who passed away a few
months prior.  See the newsletter photo section for memories of their
time with us.  Please keep their families in your prayers.

Jim Geldreich, Chairman, 
Washington County Republican Party

Every 2nd Saturday – Breakfast and political talk.
Round Robin at our members’ homes from 9 – 10:30
A.M. See Republican Women Now News (newsletter) for
schedule of hostess locations.

Monthly business meetings – Every 1st Wednesday of
the month followed by a program (if scheduled).
Meetings at GOP office – 519 Hickory St., West Bend.

For updated information and events please go to the
Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women’s website –
www.wifrw.org. Click on counties, then click on
Washington to see our site information.

…………………………………………………………………
The GOP Report is a quarterly publication of the Republican Party of
Washington County. Its purpose is to publicize the actions of the
executive committee and upcoming events and activities of the party
as well as to provide a forum for elected officials to report business
and inform members of pertinent issues.  
Please forward any comments, articles or upcoming events to Jim
Geldreich jgeld@charter.net with a subject line GOP Newsletter or
leave a message at our office phone 262-334-4150.
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September 16, 2017
Farmers Market, 

downtown West Bend

September 23, 2017
WINNING Fundraiser Event, 

Columbian Banquet Hall

October 27-29, 2017
Bob and Rocco Gun Show, 

Washington County Fairgrounds

January, 28, 2018
Lincoln Day Brunch & Caucus, 

Columbian Banquet Hall

August 4, 2018
Annual Fundraiser, 

Columbian Banquet Hall
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Meetings are held monthly on every third Tuesday at 7 pm at county party
headquarters, 519 Hickory St., West Bend. Any party member is welcome to attend.

WCRP Executive Committee

Observations made by our many volunteers at the Washington
County fair, as well as at parades and the farmers market are that
folks are generally pleased with the job President Trump and
Governor Walker are doing.  We have received overwhelmingly
positive comments about their leadership and efforts to improve the
country and our state.  And interestingly, a very high percentage of
younger folks under the age of 25 seem very happy with President
Trump.  The Washington County fair was a successful week for the
WCRP as we interacted with hundreds of fairgoers, many of whom
signed our Stand with Walker petition and wrote a message to our
troops.  It has been much the same at the farmers market and at the
county parades.  The media would have you believe otherwise, but
people are pleased with the president and the governor.  Our thanks
to the 50 plus volunteers who helped us work the county fair booth.

SUMMER EVENTS



Vice Chairman’s Corner

The gargantuan incentive package that
successfully lured Foxconn to Wisconsin has
caused many true conservatives to pause and re-
examine our principles.  While a bit
uncomfortable to have to do so much just to get
the ball rolling, it is the environment we live in

today and this deal will undoubtedly be a long-term boost to our
economy.  What is even more notable is that, in the fairly recent past,
we would not have even been in the running.  Governor Walker and
the Republican Legislature have done so much to improve our
business climate in the past 7 years that we are now able to compete
with other states, and even other countries, for the highest-level job-
creators.  Hopefully, our tech colleges will take a break from their
“university lite” curriculum and start teaching skills that are useful to
this and other manufacturing businesses.

When evaluating this deal, an understanding of basic economics
needs to be kept in mind.  Corporations do not act in anyone’s interest
but their own.  Rules, regulations and tax expenses all end up on the
“con” side of the ledger – and must be balanced by positive attributes,
or at least be “less bad” than the comparatives.  Critics have tried to
argue that the tax breaks provided will “cost” local
governments…basic economics tells us that you can’t lose something
that never gets created in the first place.  Evaluations have also been
hindered by the static nature of government analysis – it inevitably
avoids the expanding nature of economic activity (growing the pie)
and the ripple effect to those not directly involved (a rising tide lifts
all boats).

Finally, liberals who have tried to characterize this as corporate
welfare do not realize the ironic nature of their charge.  Properly
structured, as this deal is, the investments must be made before the
public money starts to flow.  That is, in effect, the way the process
should work – unlike the way welfare (public assistance) to
individuals has been structured since the inception of the Great
Society.  For decades, we have doled out money, trusting that it was
just a “helping hand” to tide people over until they got “back on their
feet”…in reality, we now have generations of citizens who have
never known what it feels like to stand on their own two feet.  One of
the hopes for the influx of job opportunities that Foxconn presents is
an end to the excuses for those currently on welfare, not the other way
around.

Randy Marquardt, Vice Chairman 
Washington County GOP

2018 will be a big campaign year.  We’ll be
electing a Supreme Court Justice in the spring
election plus all our other local non-partisan
officials.  At this moment, a conservative
candidate – Judge Michael Screnock – has
announced his candidacy for the Supreme Court.

He is currently a Circuit Court Judge in Sauk County.  He was appointed
by Governor Walker to this position.  We look forward to meeting him
at our events.  

We’ll also be electing a U.S. Senator to replace Tammy Baldwin.
Kevin Nicholson, a businessman and former marine, has announced his
candidacy.  Senator Leah Vukmir is very close to announcing her
intentions.  We are also looking forward to re-electing our Governor,
Scott Walker; our Lt. Governor, Rebecca Kleefisch; and our Attorney
General, Brad Schimel.  Yes – 2018 will be a very busy year!

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman

Campaign Report

WCRP at the Washington County Fair

The late John and Evie Kohl with Sen. Alberta Darling

The late Sen. Ted Kanavas with Kathy Kiernan 
and Randy Marquardt

WCRP at the West Bend Farmers Market

WCRP at the Jackson Parade

The State Patrol Law of the Month is reminder that driving under
the influence of prescription medications or other drugs is just as
dangerous and illegal as driving while impaired by alcohol.  Most
everyone is familiar with the many dangers of driving drunk. What
some people may not realize is that driving under the influence of
prescription medications or other drugs is just as dangerous and
illegal. The Wisconsin State Patrol’s August Law of the Month
reminds motorists that driving while impaired by prescription
medications or other drugs carries the same serious penalties and
potential consequences as driving under the influence of alcohol.

Over the last decade in Wisconsin, drug-related traffic fatalities
have increased from 77 deaths in 2007 to 118 in 2016. While law
enforcement is on the lookout for impaired drivers year round,
officers will patrol in greater numbers for longer hours during the
annual “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” initiative from August 18
through Labor Day. Other key components of Wisconsin OWI laws:

• Drivers can be arrested for OWI even if their blood-alcohol
content is below the legal limit of 0.08 if it’s determined their level
of impairment makes them unable to safely operate a motor vehicle;

• Under Wisconsin’s “not a drop” law, drivers under age 21 are
prohibited from having any detectable amount of alcohol in their
system;

• Drivers who refuse a blood/breath alcohol test will lose their
license for at least one year and may have their vehicle impounded;

• State law calls for installation of ignition interlock devices on all
vehicles owned by anyone convicted of first offense OWI with an
alcohol content of 0.15 or higher as well as second or subsequent
OWI offenses;

Penalties double for impaired drivers who have passengers under
age 16 in their vehicle.  More information about Wisconsin’s
impaired driving laws, consequences and economic costs can be
found on the WisDOT website.

Rep. Mark Born
39th Assembly district

Assembly Report

Last week, the Joint Committee on Finance
held a public hearing on the Foxconn legislation at
Gateway Technical College in Sturtevant.  As you
may know, Foxconn is planning on making a $10
billion investment and creating up to 13,000 jobs
in Southeast Wisconsin.  I believe it is crucial to

hear directly from the people who will be directly impacted by
Foxconn.  The public hearing at the SC Johnson iMet Center at
Gateway Technical College accomplishd just that.  Support for the
Foxconn project is very strong in Southeast Wisconsin, but the
company will impact our entire state.  According to a report by the
Metropolitan Milwaukee Area Chamber of Commerce (MMAC) ,
Foxconn will add $78 Billion to our state's Gross Domestic Product
over the 15 year term of the deal.  Another report, from the Center for
Research on the Wisconsin Economy at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, states Foxconn could lead to a return of $3.90 for every $1
in state subsidy costs.  This is truly a game-changer for our great
state.  It's my hope we will wrap our actions on the Foxconn
legislation soon.  After that, the bill will head to the full State Senate
for a vote.

Wisconsin is the top state in the nation again, this time for health
care quality. According to the Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality, Wisconsin topped the list when they looked at 130 different
criteria for their rankings.  This is the second time in as many months
Wisconsin has topped a health care list.  In July, Wisconsin's Critical
Access Hospitals were ranked number one by the Health Resources
and Services Administration.  Our high-quality health care system is
another reason why Wisconsin is leading the way on reform.

Sen. Alberta Darling

State Senate Report

The WCRP had 30 delegates attend the state convention in May in
Wisconsin Dells.  The convention was a celebration of recent GOP
victories, interspersed with training, speeches, awards and business.
The WCRP won the Wisconsin Award and was a finalist for the Top
County Award.  The WCRP’s Kathy Kiernan, Crystal Berg, Jennie
Frederick, Randy Marquardt and Jim Geldreich were all involved
with the convention committees and convention proper.  Special
guests at the chairman’s banquet were Congressmen Ryan and Duffy.
Next year’s convention will be a highly anticipated event with the re-
elections of Governor Walker and Attorney General Schimel and the
opportunity to take the US Senate seat away from Tammy Baldwin.  

STATE CONVENTION


