
Happy New Year!  I hope that you had a won-
derful Christmas and that you’re ready for a busy
2016.  In 2016 Washington County Republican
Women will continue showing our appreciation for
local police and fire departments.  We have been so
pleased with the enthusiasm that this program has
generated and are very appreciative for all of the
goodies that have been donated.  If you would like

to donate treats or would like to go along when they are delivered just
let us know.  Information will always be emailed to our membership
as well as included in our monthly newsletter.  

WCRW will continue to send packages to military members that
are serving overseas, having sent them five times throughout 2015.  If
you have any family members, friends, or neighbors that are serving
outside of the United States and would like for them to receive a box,
please get in touch with us.  We would be more than happy to add them
to our mailing list.  

Plans are underway for our Relay for Life team again this year.
More information will be forthcoming, as the event gets nearer.  We
are already collecting aluminum cans as a money making effort, so if
you have any bags full of cans, please consider donating them to
WCRW.  

And of course, 2016 will be busy with the elections in the fall.  We
will be asking for any help that you are willing to give us, whether it
is knocking on doors, making phone calls, helping out in the WCRP
office, or simply discussing the issues with family and friends.
Anything that you will be able to do will be appreciated.  

I look forward to seeing you at many of our activities throughout
the year!  If you want to know more about what we are doing, please
check out our website for further information.  Let’s make 2016 a
wonderful year for Republicans!

Carolyn Turner, President, 
Washington County Republican Women
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Happy New Year to everyone and your fami-
lies!  2016 is poised to be a pivotal political year
and I’d like to share some thoughts with every-
body.  As I wrote in the winter newsletter last
year, our party is showing signs of fracturing into
a few different factions.  On the surface, I don’t
necessarily see this as negative.  A diverse array
of thoughts and opinions is a sign of strength.

What I am beginning to find disturbing are the folks who are criticiz-
ing the party when absolutely 100% of their wishes aren’t being grant-
ed.  This has become more and more prevalent in recent weeks with the
passing of the Omnibus Appropriation Bill or the budget bill.  I have
had to listen to people who are otherwise staunch conservatives lash
out at our leaders, particularly Senator Johnson and Speaker Ryan.
Some have gone so far as to suggest they will not support these men in
future elections!  I have seen this echoed on social media recently.
Let’s take a deep breath and pause a moment for a reality check.  As
recently as 2008, the Republican Party nationally was in a large minor-
ity in both US houses and the white house.  The outlook was hopeless
with the Obama revolution in top gear.  Here in Wisconsin, the
Republican Party only held the State Assembly, and that was by a
thread.  The Democrats held the State Senate and the Governor’s
office.  In the matter of just a few election cycles, we have managed to
almost completely turn the tables statewide and nationally.  We have
unprecedented majorities in Wisconsin and hold five of the eight
Congressional seats.  We are also on the cusp of a 5-2 advantage on the
state supreme court.   We cannot keep these majorities by bickering
about a few perceived shortcomings of our elected Republicans and
threatening not to support them anymore.  All that will get us is anoth-
er President Clinton and/or Senator Feingold.  One thing the
Democrats are especially good at is circling the wagons around their
candidates, no matter how weak they are – for example Joanne
Kloppenberg and Mary Burke.  Ron Johnson is the best US Senator
we’ve had in my lifetime.  He absolutely deserves to be re-elected.
While you may not agree with everything he’s done in Washington,
you simply cannot argue we’d be better off without him.  Not support-
ing Ron Johnson will only bring Russ Feingold back for several more
years of liberal ineptitude and embarrassment for Wisconsin.  I urge to
everyone to read Congressman Sensenbrenner and Senator Johnson’s
articles inside this newsletter and to help spread the word of how good
these elected officials are.  It is our duty as the WCRP to educate the
masses!   

Jim Geldreich, Chairman, 
Washington County Republican Party

Every 2nd Saturday – Breakfast and political talk.
Round Robin at our members’ homes from 9 – 10:30
A.M. See Republican Women Now News (newsletter) for
schedule of hostess locations.

Monthly business meetings – Every 1st Wednesday of
the month followed by a program (if scheduled).
Meetings at GOP office – 519 Hickory St., West Bend.

For updated information and events please go to the
Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women’s website –
www.wifrw.org. Click on counties, then click on
Washington to see our site information.

…………………………………………………………………
The GOP Report is a quarterly publication of the Republican Party of
Washington County. Its purpose is to publicize the actions of the
executive committee and upcoming events and activities of the party
as well as to provide a forum for elected officials to report business
and inform members of pertinent issues.  
Please forward any comments, articles or upcoming events to Jim
Geldreich jgeld@charter.net with a subject line GOP Newsletter or
leave a message at our office phone 262-334-4150.
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Lincoln Day Brunch & Caucus, Columbian Banquet
Hall, West Bend, WI

February 5-7, 2016
Bob & Rocco Gun Show, 

Washington County Fairgrounds

February 16, 2016
Primary Election Day

April 5, 2016
General Election Day/Presidential Primary Day

April 17, 2016
5th Congressional District Caucus, 

Marriott Hotel, Waukesha

May 13-15, 2016
State GOP Convention, KI Center, Green Bay

June 25, 2016
Summer Campaign Event, Columbian Banquet Hall

September 11, 2016
Reagan Day Picnic, Jackson Village Park
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Chairman: Jim Geldreich Vice-Chairman: Randy Marquardt
Secretary: Helen Trudeau Treasurer: Diane Ambroziak

Meetings are held monthly on every third Tuesday at 7 pm at county party head-
quarters, 519 Hickory St., West Bend. Any party member is welcome to attend.

WCRP Executive Committee

Election Dates:  February 16, - Spring
Primary; April 5 – General Spring and
Presidential Preference.  August 9 - Fall
Primary; November 8 - Fall General.

The election for State Supreme Court Justice
will probably have a primary vote.  The candi-

date the Republican Party is supporting is Justice Rebecca Bradley.
Governor Walker appointed her to the position in October, 2015.
Please remind your like-minded friends and family to vote both
February 16 and April 5.  Also, please educate yourself regarding your
local candidates…i.e. School board members, trustees, city/ town
and/or village office holders.  Also, if you have any local referendums
– please get good information regarding them before you vote.
We are also building our team of volunteers for the re-election of
Senator Ron Johnson.  If you can help in any way, please contact me.
My number is 262.628.3500.  We cannot allow Russ Feingold back in
Washington D.C.  

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman

Campaign Report



Vice Chairman’s Corner
We’re facing the most important election year

in our history. I know you have heard that many
times before, as I have, but as the stakes keep
getting higher, I do believe it’s true again. Some
of you may also believe that means it’s time to
“really shake things up”, because elected
Republicans at the national level have not deliv-

ered what they promised. Certain radio talking heads feel that way,
and tell us all about the things that should have been done. Of course,
talk is very, very cheap!

It’s very simple if you’re a military leader or a CEO – you issue an
order and expect it to be carried out. If it is not, you find out who is
to blame and dole out the consequences – such as “you’re fired!” In
politics, it is not so easy to dictate what you want done – our system
purposely has checks and balances, rules and procedures, to make
sure that no one person gets to act as a dictator. Many conservatives
have decried a President who has acted too unilaterally, but now
imply they’d be just fine with similar actions, if only it were a differ-
ent person doing things they agree with. Those people need to exam-
ine whether they are willing to fight to keep the republic that our
Founding Fathers gave us.

The latest target of the “we know better” talking heads is Speaker
Paul Ryan. By cutting a marginally-acceptable compromise deal, on
a process that was already in the eleventh hour when he took charge,
he has been cast aside as a sell-out. Those of us here in Wisconsin
know full well how ridiculous that is, but that hasn’t stopped them
from calling for his head. Apparently, he was supposed to fix all the
wrongs of Washington DC within a few weeks of taking over one half
of one branch of government. 

It is said that politics is the art of the possible. As an elected offi-
cial, I can definitely attest to that. It is an art because it isn’t easily
measured in black and white terms. Compromise is a part of the
process and even the best negotiators will find themselves having to
give up some things in order to accomplish some of the things they
want. I wrote here, over a year ago, that we must get better at accept-
ing incremental change – we can’t reverse things overnight. Let’s just
make sure we get behind good candidates (like Justice Bradley,
Senator Johnson and Speaker Ryan), work hard to get them re-elect-
ed, and then allow them to exercise their best judgment on the issues.

Randy Marquardt, Vice Chairman 
Washington County GOP

My name is Carlton Huffman, the new
Southeast Regional Field Director for the
Wisconsin Republican Party.  I hope that every-
one had a blessed Christmas and New Year’s.
As a lifelong political junkie, I was given the
opportunity to work in Wisconsin shortly after
the 2014 election and coming to the Midwest

by way of North Carolina.  It is an honor and a privilege to work with
the folks of Washington County after all you have done and been
through over the eventful last 6 years.

2016 is upon us and we are building upon the work done in 2015
to prepare for victory this November.  Wisconsin’s Senate race con-
tinues to be the focus of national attention, as the outcome here will
likely determine control of the U. S. Senate.  With that in mind, the
Wisconsin GOP is working to identify as many neighborhood team
leaders as possible to take ownership of their blocks and neighbor-
hoods.  This proven method of turning out the vote helped deliver
great victories in 2010 and 2014, and can do so in a presidential year.
If you haven’t yet signed up, please contact Kathy Kiernan
(262.628.3500) to indicate your interest and I look forward to work-
ing with you to ensure we elect a Republican president and send Ron
Johnson back to the United States Senate.  I am located in Waukesha
– 1701 Pearl Street, Suite 5.  

Carlton Huffman
RPW Field Director, SE Region

RPW Report

Justice Rebecca Bradley speaks at her WCRP fundraiser”

“Congressman Sean Duffy speaks at the RPW Leadership
Seminar in Wausau”

“WCRP’s Gordy Sailer
takes the Honor Flight

to Washington DC”

As we head into the New Year, I wanted to tell
you a little bit about what I’m focusing on – and
thank you for all your hard work helping us
advance a conservative agenda for our nation in
2016 and beyond.

As I travel across Wisconsin, the one word I
hear on peoples’ minds is security. Obviously

national security is top of mind for many, and I’m pushing for real
solutions to keep our country safe. But I’m also fighting Washington
dysfunction to deal with your concerns on other fronts – including
economic security, job security, and income security.

Here's a look at what I’ve been doing.
• On national security: I helped pass a bill in December to help

keep terrorists out of the United States by enhancing the security of
our visa waiver program. I’m also fighting for real solutions to keep
our country safe on other fronts – pushing for a comprehensive strate-
gy to destroy ISIS, introducing legislation to make sure we fully vet
Syrian refugees, helping to pass a bill to protect our country from
cyber attacks, and monitoring the compliance and speaking out against
the president’s reckless Iran agreement.

• On jobs and economic opportunity: As a manufacturer I know
what it takes to create good jobs and economic opportunity for all. In
short, we need to get Washington out of the way. That’s why I’m fight-
ing against burdensome regulations and in favor of pro-growth tax
reform to help businesses across Wisconsin create robust private sec-
tor growth. One example is my fight against the EPA’s water rule,
which would allow the federal government to regulate small ponds,
ditches and creeks on private property – affecting 92 percent of the
land in Wisconsin and driving up costs for small businesses and farm-
ers.

• On fighting for Wisconsin taxpayers: I understand and share
your frustration over spending in Washington, and I’m hopeful that
under the leadership of Speaker Ryan we can move on from the mess
he inherited and restore some sanity to the fiscal process. I voted for
the spending bill because it supported conservative priorities – like my
bill to help keep terrorists from entering the U.S., and provisions that
will prevent future tax hikes. Massive omnibus spending bills are a
horrible way of funding government, and I truly hope this is the last I
ever have to vote on.

• On working to secure the border: As chairman of the Senate’s
Homeland Security Committee, I’ve been working to secure the bor-
der – both to stop illegal immigration and to stop terrorists from enter-
ing through our porous border. That’s why I’ve introduced legislation,
held hearings and gone on fact-finding missions to accurately assess
and describe our unsecure border, and why I’ve fought to end prob-
lems like sanctuary cities.

As this year’s election heats up, my goal is to outperform the
Republican nominee so we can help deliver Wisconsin and put con-
servative leadership in the White House. To do this – and defeat
Senator Feingold and his far-left agenda – I need your help. You and
the grassroots supporters you recruit are crucial to our success.

Thank you for all you do, and Happy New Year.

Ron Johnson

U.S. Senate Report
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Congressional Report
Information regarding H.R. 2029, known as

the Omnibus Appropriation Bill. 
The funding level of this bill was previously

set by former Speaker Boehner’s budget and
debt ceiling increase, which passed Congress
and was signed by the President in October. I

strongly opposed that bill because it mandated too much spending and
repealed the automatic cuts caused by overspending. Our current lead-
ership did not create this situation, rather it was inherited and it need-
ed to be managed in a way that resulted in some wins for the fiscally
conservative. Neither side got what it wanted which is a function of
divided government. However, the Omnibus bill contained several
important conservative riders, which House Republicans forced the
Senate and President to agree to. Had the Omnibus failed, the country
would have been stuck with higher spending levels and no conserva-
tive riders.

Among the riders were:
1) No money for Obama’s Green Climate Fund, a major initiative

of the Paris talks.
2) Preventing the IRS from taking official acts for political pur-

poses, stopping audits of conservative contributors and organizations,
and authorizing the firing of IRS employees who violate these rules.
Hopefully these actions will make “Lois Lerners” a thing of the past.

3) Cutting the EPA budget to 2008 levels, and the number of EPA
employees to 1989 levels, thus limiting the EPA’s actions to raise the
cost of energy.

4) Ending the crude oil export ban, which helps keep oil costs low
and puts pressure on foreign adversaries, like Russia and Iran, which
have oil based economics.

5) Tightening the visa waiver program to try to prevent terrorists
with European passports from entering our country.

Put simply, none of these reforms would have been passed and
signed had the Omnibus failed. Had separate legislation containing
these riders passed, they would have been vetoed.

I voted for the Omnibus for two reasons. First, any alternative
would have been worse, and second, having to deal with the issues in
the riders would have delayed promoting a conservative agenda in
2016. The bill was supported by all five members of the Wisconsin
delegation and Senator Ron Johnson. Had Republicans been more
united, we could have accomplished more. Now that we have gotten
beyond the bad decisions made earlier this year, House Republicans
under the leadership of Speaker Ryan will put forward an aggressive
and conservative agenda for 2016. 

Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner
WI 5th Congressional District

Repeat drunk drivers won't be able to hide
their crimes if a bill I authored with State
Representative Jim Ott becomes law. In
December, the Assembly Committee on
Judiciary and Public Safety held a public hear-
ing on a bill to toughen the state's drunk driving
laws and stop letting repeat drunk drivers off the

hook. It's time to stop the revolving door for drunk drivers. Far too
often we hear about people getting their 4th, 5th, or even 10th drunk
driving arrest. It's clear that we needed to improve the way we handle
those crimes. Assembly Bill 536 will eliminate the limits on prosecu-
tors and increase penalties for multiple offenders. Current law pro-
hibits prosecutors from counting some previous drunk driving offens-
es if they happened more than 5 years prior to the latest arrest. Drunk
drivers often got off lightly for their crimes and didn't get the help
they need to get sober. The co-author of the bill, State Representative
Jim Ott, says it's time to end the "look back" period. People who are
getting their 4th and 5th DUI clearly need help and need to be taken
off the road. This bill will help keep our streets safer and allow pros-
ecutors to do their job. We hope to have a vote on their bill early next
year. 

Sen. Alberta Darling
8th Senate District

State Senate Report

Invitations are out for our Lincoln Day Brunch and Caucus which
will be held Sunday, Jan. 31 at the Columbian Banquet Hall in West
Bend. Our invited guests are Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner,
Senator Ron Johnson and Supreme Court Justice Rebecca Bradley.
There may be a few other surprises as well. We hope you can join us
for this event which features the award winning brunch buffet by
Catering by Bryan. Please call our office in West Bend at (262) 334-
4150 for more information.

Lincoln Day Brunch/Caucus


