
Washington County Republican Women has
had a busy summer and fall so far this year.  We
had a very successful Gala in September and
enjoyed hearing stories from our speaker Peggy
Grande about her time working with President
Reagan after he left the White House.  It was a
lovely evening, and we hope that everyone that

attended enjoyed themselves.  
Many of our members have been very active helping with the

campaign by knocking on doors, volunteering in the WCRP office,
and helping out at candidate events.  Any help that you are able to
give in the final weeks of the election would be appreciated.  

WCRW will be continuing our Appreciation Treats program for
our community police and fire fighters once the election cycle is over.
This has proven to be a very rewarding experience for the women that
have helped to deliver the goodies, and we look forward to getting
back to this soon.  Keep an eye out for updates in Now News
regarding this. 

WCRW also continues to Support Our Troops by sending
packages a few times a year.  If you would like to help with a
donation or have someone that you would like us to send packages to,
please get in touch with us for further information.  

I hope that you enjoy the beautiful colors of fall and a wonderful
holiday season.

Carolyn Turner, President, 
Washington County Republican Women

Fall 2016
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Sitting just a few days away from the
November 8 election, I need to make one final
pitch to all our WCRP members.  Do all you
can to make sure all your acquaintances vote
for our Republican candidates!  Cutting right to
the chase, let me address the presidential
election.  I know that Donald Trump wasn’t the
first pick of the presidential field for most of us.

We all know he has an unsavory character and has his shortcomings.
But can we give it a rest already?  I am so weary of reading about it
– especially from our local and regional conservative columnists
who have greatly disappointed me the past few months with their
sanctimonious pontificating about Donald Trump.  Their efforts
would’ve been much better spent on writing about why Hillary
Clinton is clearly unfit to be president, and is a corrupt and morally
bankrupt candidate.  Instead they chose to repeatedly bash Donald
Trump over and over again.  All that is doing is hurting our party and
permanently damaging our country.  

So allow me to make this final pitch and provide some last
minute talking points.  Are you tired of liberal ideology, political
correctness and government overreach?  Well, so am I.
Trump/Pence will do the following in no certain order:  fight to
defeat ISIS, repeal and replace Obamacare, protect our borders, stop
illegal immigration, eliminate funding to sanctuary cities, end the
offshore act, support our police officers, strengthen the military, take
care of our veterans, cut corporate taxes, and most importantly
nominate Supreme Court justices who will uphold the Constitution!
Aren’t these all conservative Republican values?  Furthermore,
Trump will surround himself with strong conservative advisors and
will have a solid cabinet.  It’s quite simple, either Trump wins or
Hillary wins.  If you encounter someone who says they just can’t
vote for Trump or say they are voting for a third party candidate, I
advise you to ask them to look beyond their personal hang-ups and
to see the big picture.  As Sheriff Clarke said, “It’s about our
country, not you personally.”  Should Hillary win on November 8,
we would likely be looking at eight years of the Clintons in the
White House again, along with their merry band of uber-liberal
advisors and cabinet members.  Eight years!  That is a repulsive
thought if you ask me.  This country is already spiraling downward
thanks to eight years of Obama, and it will continue to do so under
a Hillary Clinton presidency until we are bankrupt, defenseless and
living in a completely socialist country.  I beg of everyone to take
these last few days to preach our message to the masses.  Everyone’s
future is riding on it.  Many thanks to those of you who have been
helping us with campaigns!

Jim Geldreich, Chairman, 
Washington County Republican Party

Every 2nd Saturday – Breakfast and political talk.
Round Robin at our members’ homes from 9 – 10:30
A.M. See Republican Women Now News (newsletter) for
schedule of hostess locations.

Monthly business meetings – Every 4th Wednesday of
the month followed by a program (if scheduled).
Meetings at GOP office – 519 Hickory St., West Bend.

For updated information and events please go to the
Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women’s website –
www.wifrw.org. Click on counties, then click on
Washington to see our site information.

…………………………………………………………………
The GOP Report is a quarterly publication of the Republican Party of
Washington County. Its purpose is to publicize the actions of the
executive committee and upcoming events and activities of the party
as well as to provide a forum for elected officials to report business
and inform members of pertinent issues.  
Please forward any comments, articles or upcoming events to Jim
Geldreich jgeld@charter.net with a subject line GOP Newsletter or
leave a message at our office phone 262-334-4150.
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Meetings are held monthly on every third Tuesday at 7 pm at county party
headquarters, 519 Hickory St., West Bend. Any party member is welcome to attend.

WCRP Executive Committee

Membership renewals for 2017 will be sent out later this month to
all current members.  When you receive yours, please take a moment
to complete the form and send it back to us promptly.  This will
greatly help our recordkeeping and reduce costly follow up mailings.
You may also renew online on our website,
www.washingtoncountygop.org.  Membership dues will remain at
$15.00/person and $25.00/family for 2017.  If you are so inclined,
you may renew at the Lincoln, Reagan or Washington levels, which
gives you the opportunity to help us financially and gives you free
tickets to our events and VIP seating in return.  Please consider a
higher membership level if you can, as it is very difficult to keep to
pay all our bills on $15.00 dues.  Our yearly budget is $22,000.00 -
$25,000.00.   Thank you in advance for your generosity and
commitment to the WCRP!

MEMBERSHIP



Vice Chairman’s Corner

As I write this article, a couple of weeks
before the election, I am trying to figure out if
there are any lessons to be learned from what has
transpired in the last year-and-a-half.  To be sure,
nothing has yet been decided and I am still
completely unsure of what will happen on

November 8th.  It’s obvious that the political landscape has
transformed, but I don’t believe anyone knows exactly how.

More than ever, the electorate seems to be swayed by the cult of
personality, whether those personalities are the candidates or mere
surrogates.  We have seen precious little thought or discussion given
to real policy positions, governing strategy or potential consequences
of decisions…maybe these ideas are just too “big picture” for most
people’s 8-second attention spans.  How much of the population is
really engaged?  How many hear accusations and just think “they’re
all corrupt” and refuse to take sides, especially in their social circles?
Eventually, a decision gets made, but the results are neither
predictable nor consistent.

One of my favorite comic strips quips that “You don’t need to be
intelligent to vote.”, then asks “What happens when more stupid
people than intelligent people vote?” with the punchline being “Then
the Democrat wins.”  While delightfully un-PC, the point is accurate
– the conservative philosophy of government requires a higher level
of thinking, as opposed to just feelings – and our solutions take time
to bear fruit.  We see this here in Wisconsin, as Governor Walker’s
reforms – now by the middle of his second term – have led to a
budget surplus and have our state’s economic growth outpacing our
neighbors and much of the rest of the country.  Unfortunately, it
seems just when things get going in the right direction, the electorate
reverses course.

Regardless of the outcome of this election, we need leaders with
both the personality to connect with the average voter, and the ability
to communicate our ideas – people exactly like Paul Ryan, who
somehow in this crazy campaign season found himself cast as a
villain by our own side – and like Ron Johnson, who worried more
about what needed to be accomplished than about the next election.

Randy Marquardt, Vice Chairman 
Washington County GOP

Everyone always says “this is the most
important election”…but this time – it really is.
Donald Trump is our candidate and I ask that
everyone realizes how important it is that we all
vote for him as well as talking with our family,
friends and neighbors to do the same.  Mr. Trump

has actually given us a list of excellent choices for Supreme Court
Justices that he would nominate for approval by the Senate.  If Mrs.
Clinton wins, we will have liberal justices that will overturn opinions
that have followed our Constitution and Bill of Rights for 240 years.
This is not even mentioning all the other federal judges that are
appointed by our President.  Another issue to consider is his tax
proposal.  He wants to lower taxes for middle income people and lower
corporate taxes to 15%.  That corporate tax rate would kick start our
economy.  Companies would reinvest and expand their businesses
which equates to jobs.  They also wouldn’t be looking to move out of
the United States.  Mr. Trump is talking seriously about closing our
borders.   His support for the military, law enforcement, and veterans is
also important to everyone who truly cares about this country.  And just
as important – we must re-elect Senator Johnson.  He has quietly done
an excellent job in Washington DC for the citizens of Wisconsin and this
country.  We also need to re-elect Congressman Sensenbrenner.  He is
continually representing our 5th Congressional District with
conservative votes that represent our values.  WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Please come to our office and volunteer to knock on doors and talk with
people about how important their votes are.  Many people do not follow
politics as many of you do, so please help us get our message out and
get our fellow Republicans to the polls.  Even if you have an hour or two
– please call our office.  Our number is (262) 334-4150.

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman

Campaign Report

Capacity crowd for the Trump Rally at the 
Washington County Fairgrounds

Congressmen Grothman and Duffy prepare 
their speeches at the Trump Rally

WI Trump Campaign Director Pete Meachum 
speaks at the Reagan Day Picnic

WCRP at the Richfield Parade

Kathy Kiernan reads the preamble on Constitution Day

In a couple months the holidays will be behind us and we will be
turning the calendar to 2017.  Without regard to the election
outcomes, life will go on and our organization will continue on as
well.  On January 29, 2017 we will have our first event of the new
year, the Lincoln Day Brunch and Caucus at the Scenic View Country
Club in Slinger.  We will attempt to secure a high profile special guest
speaker and there will be officer elections as well.  Please mark your
calendars for this event.  Believe it or not, there will also be a couple
statewide spring elections.  Washington County’s own Justice
Annette Ziegler is up for reelection, and the left will surely be
gunning for her spot on the court.  In addition to that, there will also
be an election for state DPI superintendent.  Lastly, our annual
fundraiser which has typically been in June for the past several years
will instead be held on September 23, 2017.    

The Year Ahead

★  ★ ★  ★ ★  ★ ★  ★ ★  ★ ★  ★ ★  ★ ★  ★ ★  ★ ★  ★

Senator Ron Johnson has been spending
time working with inner city Milwaukee
residents, helping them to solve problems that
exist there.  Below is a report from one of his
visits:

In the midst of his re-election campaign,
Republican Sen. Ron Johnson made a special visit Monday to
campus to discuss poverty and violence in urban areas.  The event
included a panel led by Johnson and a screening of the film
“Comeback,” a documentary featuring Paul Ryan and social justice
advocates working to eradicate poverty. Marquette chapters of
Turning Point USA and Young Americans for Freedom hosted the
event in the Alumni Memorial Union.  Johnson attempted to keep the
focus off of his campaign, never mentioning his senate race
opponent, Democrat Russ Feingold. Instead, he focused on the other
guests of the night, poverty fighters Pastor Jerome Smith of the
Joseph Project and Pastor Omar Jahwar and Antong Lucky, leaders of
Urban Specialists who were also featured in “Comeback.”

Both the Joseph Project and Urban Specialists organizations
promote empowerment and help fight social justice issues such as
poverty, gang violence, drugs and abuse in struggling urban
neighborhoods.  Johnson specifically endorses the Joseph Project,
and said at the event that doing so has been one of the most rewarding
things he has done as senator.  “This is how you solve problems,”
Johnson said. “You can try doing these massive government
programs, but that hasn’t worked. What actually works is renewed
faith, strengthened families, stronger communities and work. We
have to make those opportunities available, and programs like the
Joseph Project and Urban Specialists, that actually works.” 

The panelists, as facilitated by Johnson, touched on topics like the
root causes of poverty, rehabilitation and student involvement.
Johnson encouraged students to get involved with the Joseph Project
and Urban Specialists.  Although the event primarily focused on
poverty and social activism, Johnson’s conservative values were still
present. He criticized government spending and programs several
times, at one point addressing an audience question about how to help
the community without large government.  “When you outsource
your compassion to a federal government, it never works,” he said. “I
continue to preach that compassion is best demonstrated and
implemented in your communities. You can turn people’s lives
around one person at a time, so this doesn’t require government.”

The audience, composed mostly of Marquette and University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee students, as well as some community
members, appeared to be in agreement with Johnson.  “I think we as
millennials can make a huge impact, so I think it’s really important
that we are reaching out and getting people involved,” Abrianna
Koenig, a sophomore at UWM and a member of Turning Points USA,
said.  Students expressed their interests in social justice, echoing
Johnson’s push for community interaction.  “We are at the age now
where we can elect officials and take a stand in our society,” Nick
Valentino, a Johnson supporter and sophomore in the College of Arts
& Sciences, said.  “Ron Johnson is here to hear our concerns, and I
think we, and Ron Johnson, can work together to make Wisconsin a
better place.”

Senator Ron Johnson

The WCRP campaign office is now open daily from 10:00 AM –
5:00 PM and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM.  We currently have yard
signs for all campaigns, along with buttons, bumper stickers and
other campaign literature.  Please stop by and see us if you still need
campaign collateral.  On Election Day we will open at 9:00 and stay
open until the polls close.  If you can help us on Election Day with
door knocking, please call the office at (262) 334-4150.  We will only
be knocking on targeted Republican doors to remind them to vote.
We are urging everyone to vote early if you can.  Lines will be very
long at the polls on Election Day.  

Campaign Office


