
Our club currently has 137 members.   Our
monthly breakfasts continue to be very popular
and well attended.  Our legislators attend
whenever their schedules allow. They kept us up
to date on the budget progress as well as the
Foxconn deal.  We continue to donate to Fisher
House as they always have ongoing needs.

Another project we have been doing for years is sending care
packages to soldiers serving overseas.  If you have a family member
or know of someone, please get in touch with any member of our
club.     We delivered sweets and treats to the Fillmore fire
department in October.  The club has now delivered treats to every
fire and police station in Washington County.   We will start over in
2018.   Last year we participated in the Zablocki VA Medical Center
– “Christmas With The Vets”.  We are planning on doing that again.
If you are not a member of our Republican Women’s Club and want
to help – please leave a message at (262) 334-4150 and someone
will get in touch with you.  I would like to take this time to say how
very much we will all miss our very own “Bob” Gannon.  Bob was
our Republican Women’s liaison attending our executive board
meetings to update us on everything happening in Madison.  He was
kind and generous with the time he shared with us.  Our deepest
sympathy to his family and especially his wife Kris.  Bob will be
greatly missed. 

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman
Washington County Republican Women
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This is undoubtedly the saddest article I’ve
ever had to write as WCRP chairman, as we
were all heartbroken at the shocking loss of our
friend Rep. Bob Gannon.  It is certainly difficult
to come to terms with the unexpected death of
someone so young, upbeat and full of energy.  I
only really knew Bob for about four years, but in

that short time I realized how giving, generous and genuinely warm-
hearted he was.  I’m sure his colleagues on the other side of the aisle
in Madison (and maybe a few on his side) would beg to differ,
however they only saw his gruff, right-wing exterior.  We were
fortunate in the WCRP to be able to get to know him personally and
witness how much he cared about the community.  Bob attended
practically every WCRP and WCRW event and was always easy to
recognize from afar in his red shirt.  As one half of the “Bob & Rob
Show” his assembly updates would steal the show at WCRW
breakfast, and be the part of the program everyone looked forward to
hearing.  I would often comment how it was unfair that I had to speak
after him.  He was a difficult act to follow for sure. No one could
describe a floor session of the state assembly more colorfully than
Bob.   He was ours here in Washington County, he fought for us, he
fought for the conservative agenda, he fought for disadvantaged
families in the city of Milwaukee, he went head to head with the
liberals in Madison, and at times even went head to head with GOP
Assembly Leader Robin Vos in an effort to push the agenda further to
the right.  It is a devastating loss for us, and our prayers are with Kris
and the rest of Bob’s family.  Bob was larger than life, and his shoes
will be nearly impossible to fill.   

While it’s difficult to segue to another topic, let me briefly address
the assembly vacancy as I’ve been asked about it numerous times.
Governor Walker has called a special election for the seat.  The
primary will be December 13, 2017 and the general election will be
January 16, 2018.  As of this writing, we have two declared
candidates:  Steve Stanek and Tiffany Koehler.  The WCRP cannot get
involved in open primaries, but we wish Steve and Tiffany the best.
Both candidates will be welcome at our events and may have their
literature at our office.

I wish you and your families a very blessed Thanksgiving.

Jim Geldreich, Chairman, 
Washington County Republican Party

Every 2nd Saturday – Breakfast and political talk.
Programs several times a year. Held at restaurants around
the county as well as several members’ homes 9:00-
10:30am. Locations listed in monthly newsletter.

Monthly business meetings – Every 1st Wednesday of
the month followed by a program (if scheduled).
Meetings at GOP office – 519 Hickory St., West Bend.

For updated information and events please go to the
Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women’s website –
www.wifrw.org. Click on counties, then click on
Washington to see our site information.

…………………………………………………………………
The GOP Report is a quarterly publication of the Republican Party of
Washington County. Its purpose is to publicize the actions of the
executive committee and upcoming events and activities of the party
as well as to provide a forum for elected officials to report business
and inform members of pertinent issues.  
Please forward any comments, articles or upcoming events to Jim
Geldreich jgeld@charter.net with a subject line GOP Newsletter or
leave a message at our office phone 262-334-4150.

Chairman’s Corner WCRW Report

UPCOMING EVENTS

PRSRT STD
US Postage

Paid
Non Profit

West Bend, WI
Permit No. 4

To help save postage costs, please notify us of a change of
address or duplication of this mailing

Paid for by the Republican Party of Washington County,
Diane Ambroziak, Treasurer

Washington County
Republican Women November 16, 2017

Pints & Politics, Riverside Brewery, West Bend
December 13, 2017

Special Election Primary for 58th Assembly Seat
January 16, 2018

Special Election General Election for 
58th Assembly Seat
January, 28, 2018

Lincoln Day Brunch & Caucus, 
Columbian Banquet Hall

February 20, 2018
Spring Primary election Day

April 4, 2018
Spring General Election Day

May 11-13, 2018
RPW State Convention, Hyatt Hotel, Milwaukee

August 4, 2018
Annual Fundraiser, Columbian Banquet Hall
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Meetings are held monthly on every third Tuesday at 7 pm at county party
headquarters, 519 Hickory St., West Bend. Any party member is welcome to attend.

WCRP Executive Committee

Membership renewals for 2018 are being mailed out this week.
Dues and membership levels remain the same as last year.  Please
help out our membership chairman and our treasurer by returning
your renewals promptly.  It will also save us in additional postage for
second and third mailings.  You may also renew online through our
secure Patriot site.  Visit www.yourpatriot.com and then click on
membership.  It is vital that we retain all of you as members and
hopefully gain members in 2018 as well.  We will have additional
expenses with all the 2018 campaigns, so we thank you in advance
for your generosity and commitment to the WCRP.

2018 MEMBERSHIP

Scott Walker for Governor: www.scottwalker.com
Brad Schimel for WI AG: www.bradschimel.com

Leah Vukmir for U.S. Senate: www.leahvukmir.com
Kevin Nicholson for U.S. Senate: www.nicholsonforsenate.com

Jim Sensenbrenner for Congress: www.sensenbrenner.org
Michael Screnock for State Supreme Court:

www.judgescrenock.com

CANDIDATE WEBSITES



Vice Chairman’s Corner

An old adage says that eternal vigilance is the
price of freedom.  Regardless of the level of
government, every time an elected body meets it
is trying to do or change something that affects
our lives; very rarely are laws ever repealed.
While we just celebrated our recent successes at

the fundraiser event, with a theme of “Winning”, it is always only an
election or two, or a few legislative votes, away from turning around.

Governor Walker heads into an election year with a superb and
demonstrable record.  In the past seven years under Walker and the
GOP Legislature, we have seen tremendous change.  In areas where
local boards followed their lead and used the tools provided, positive
changes also happened.  However, it is difficult to maintain focus and
intensity, especially as these victories lead to complacency.  We saw
that during the state budget battle as conservatives were resisted and
even maligned for pushing too aggressively.  

As another example, for those in the West Bend school district:
over the past two election cycles there has been a dramatic change at
the board and administrative levels – this appears to have shifted
influence back to the teacher’s union.  Decisions have already been
made to change the assessment system; a committee process is afoot
that will likely accelerate a building project; and most recently, a
discussion revealed a plan to “revisit” the teacher’s compensation
plan.  The first move arguably reduces teacher accountability relative
to student achievement; the other two decisions could dramatically
increase taxes.  Everyone understands the impact of a referendum,
but the compensation plan change is a subterfuge that seeks to make
more (or all) of the compensation package subject to union
bargaining.  Currently, thanks to Act 10 reforms, only base salary is
bargain-able.  In West Bend, a substantial dollar amount was set aside
to be distributed by the administration in a merit-based system, rather
than as base pay – the union seeks control of that as well.  As we see
this happen in the middle of our conservative county, it is an example
of the need for eternal vigilance, and for more patriots to step forward
and defend freedom.

Randy Marquardt, Vice Chairman 
Washington County GOP

Everything starts on December 1st with
candidates circulating their nomination papers.
These are for all the non-partisan elections held in
spring.  If there are more than three candidates for
State Supreme Court Justice – there will be a
primary election on February 20.  The general

election will be April 3.  All of our local non-partisan elections take
place at the same time.  Governor Walker will be looking to run for his
third term.  The Governor and our legislators have done a tremendous
job putting our state in great financial standing as well as attracting
business.  Our Attorney General – Brad Schimel will also be up for re-
election.  As of this newsletter, two candidates have announced that they
will run for U. S. Senate against Tammy Baldwin.  They are:  State
Senator Leah Vukmir and businessman Kevin Nicholson.  We’ll be
looking for lots of volunteers for this election cycle so we can keep
moving our State forward.

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman

Campaign Report

The hearing for Assembly Bill 351, which pertains to police body
camera footage, went very well. It was held before the Committee on
Criminal Justice and Public Safety, and was attended by numerous
law enforcement officials who came to testify in support. AB 351
ensures that where there is an expectation of privacy, victims and
witnesses must give permission before police body camera footage
could be released to the public. Folks who find themselves in their
worst moments, such as cases of domestic abuse or sexual assault,
should not have that experience replayed for all to see, especially
with the prevalence of videos going viral on social media. Governor
Walker recently voiced his support of this bill, saying that there
should be a clear set of statewide rules in place to protect the privacy
rights of Wisconsin citizens.  We are looking forward to seeing the
bill taken to an executive session in the coming weeks. 

Recently, I was honored to received the Associated Builders and
Contractors (ABC) of WI "Building Wisconsin" award in recognition
of legislative reform efforts I've supported, including the elimination
of prevailing wage, that have unlocked the incredible surge in
building projects being seen around the state. I traveled to Wenger
Roofing and Sheet Metal in Campbellsport to accept the award and
to meet with the family and staff.  It was great touring their facility as
small businesses like theirs are one of the primary job creators and
drivers of our economy. I am honored to have been granted this
award, and will continue to promote growth in the thriving Wisconsin
construction industry.

Rep. Jesse Kremer
59th Assembly District

Assembly Report

As Wisconsin's weather gets colder, efforts to
help the homeless are headed to Governor
Walker's desk.  On Tuesday, the Wisconsin State
Senate approved two bills to help people get off
the streets and on the pathway to success.  The
bills will focus on collaboration to end

homelessness.  
These bills provide real help and real hope to the homeless.  They

will streamline and improve policies by enabling agencies to work
together to effectively provide services to our citizens.

In 2015, more than 27,500 people received services or shelter for
being homeless in our state.  Wisconsin has departments in eight state
agencies and four federally designated Continuums of Care to fight
homelessness, but no way for them to collaborate and make sure
money is spent wisely. One bill passed on Tuesday will create a
council to review and update statewide policies to better coordinate
help for the homeless.  

Nearly 5,000 people are on a waiting list for federal housing
vouchers in our state.  The average wait time for the voucher is
around five years. The second bill approved will prioritize
chronically homeless families for the voucher.  

This will ensure money is spent wisely and families can access the
services that best suit their need.  The sooner we are able to get
people off the streets and into a home, the sooner they can become
productive members of society.

These bills build on efforts to end homelessness in the state
budget.  The two-year budget plan included a provision to give the
Department of Administration more flexibility in administering
housing grants.  It also creates the "Better Way" Initiative based on
the program of the same name in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The
initiative creates a grant program to move homeless citizens to
permanent jobs.

Sen. Alberta Darling

State Senate Report

The WCRP would like to thank everyone who attended our
WINNING fundraiser event in September.  We appreciate all those
who donated raffle prizes, live auction donations, and everyone who
purchased raffle tickets and bid on the live auction items.  It was a
very enjoyable evening.  The event was a big success, and will keep
us financially viable through 2018.  A special thank you to Kathy
Kiernan who was the coordinator of this event.  

WINNING FUNDRAISER

Please join us for our last event of 2017, Pints & Politics Nov. 16 at
Riverside Brewery in downtown West Bend.  We will meet in the lower
level at 6:30 PM.  There will be a cash bar and a tavern menu.  Our
special guest for the evening is Judge Michael Screnock, the
conservative candidate for Wisconsin State Supreme Court.  Other
candidates may appear as well.  Hope to see everyone there!

PINTS AND POLITICS

Memories of Bob Gannon


