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I am very pleased to be writing my first 
chairman’s report since 2008 with a Republican 
president!  Despite the fact we were all ecstatic 
that Hillary Clinton was defeated, some of us 
were still uncertain as to how President Trump 
would run our country.  Would he govern from 
the right as he campaigned, or would he become 
moderate or even liberal as portions of his past 

might have indicated?  Well looking at the first 100 days, I think any 
doubts have been answered.  President Trump is everything we had 
hoped he would be.  Among his accomplishments in his very brief 
tenure as president are:  he has assembled an extremely impressive 
cabinet, signed twenty eight executive orders including ending 
sanctuary cities and approving the Dakota Access and Keystone 
pipelines, he killed the Trans Pacific Partnership trade deal, reduced 
illegal immigration from Mexico by 40%, cut the US debt burden 
by $68 billion dollars, a 12% spike in the stock market since his 
inauguration, Samsung and Exxon are moving jobs back to the US, 
the Carrier plant in Indiana was saved, Fiat is investing $2 billion 
dollars in two plants in the US, President Trump signed an executive 
order ending Obama’s regulations on the coal industry, US employers 
added jobs in both January and February, and finally and arguably 
most importantly nominated Judge Neil Gorsuch to the US Supreme 
Court.  Although yet to be completed, President Trump also initiated 
the repeal of Obamacare and commenced planning for building the 
border wall.  In addition, morale is up in the military, with veterans, 
and with law enforcement.  These are significant accomplishments in 
President Trump’s first 100 days, and are good talking points for us as 
we engage family, friends and neighbors.  

Locally, the left has been up to their typical lunacy and malfeasance.  
In particular, at Congressman Sensenbrenner’s town hall meetings 
where many liberals have been crashing his meetings, flashing signs in 
his face, trying to lecture him, hooting and hissing, occupying his time, 
and being generally disruptive and disrespectful.  Thanks to everyone 
who has attended in support of Congressman Sensenbrenner, and keep 
in mind there is one more round of town halls this spring/early summer.   

Among our WCRP goals for 2017 is to retain and increase our 
membership.  If you have like minded family, friends or co-workers, 
please advise them of our organization.  There is strength in numbers, 
and there will be much expected of us by the upcoming 2018 campaigns.   

Finally, a Happy Mother’s Day to all our conservative moms out 
there! Jim Geldreich, Chairman

Washington County Republican Party

Every 2nd Saturday – Breakfast and political talk. 
Round Robin at our members’ homes from 9 – 10:30       
A.M. See Republican Women Now News (newsletter) for 
schedule of hostess locations.
Monthly business meetings – Every 1st Wednesday of
the month followed by a program (if scheduled).             
Meetings at GOP office – 519 Hickory St., West Bend.

For updated information and events please go to the    
Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women’s website –
www.wifrw.org. Click on counties, then click on         
Washington to see our site information.

The GOP Report is a quarterly publication of the Republican Party 
of Washington County. Its purpose is to publicize the actions of the 
executive committee and upcoming events and activities of the party 
as well as to provide a forum for elected officials to report business 
and inform members of pertinent issues.
Please forward any comments, articles or upcoming events to Jim 
Geldreich jgeld@charter.net with a subject line GOP Newsletter or 
leave a message at our office phone 262-334-4150.

We are looking forward to a very busy 
rest of the year. Beside all of the events our 
club hosts, we look forward to our National 
Federation convention in Philadelphia later 
this summer. In fall, we’ll be attending our 
Wisconsin Federation convention. Our club 
is very active in our community. Our monthly 
breakfasts are extremely popular with most of 

our legislators in attendance. We are well informed about “what’s 
happening” in Madison and have the opportunity to voice our 
opinions.  Dr. Holtz, DPI candidate” was our special guest in January.  
Many of our members helped with literature drops around the county.  
In March, our special program featured Judge Todd Martens. Judge 
Martens shared information about the program Washington County 
has initiated in the fight against the heroin epidemic that is a huge 
problem. We are planning an evening program in June with special 
guest Julaine Appling. She is the President of WI Family Council 
and WI Family Action. We are also continuing our “Sweets & Treats 
for First Responders”. In January we provided treats to the Jackson 
Police and Fire Stations. In March we took treats to the Allenton Fire 
station and will deliver treats to Kewaskum in May. This has been a 
very well received program in our county. We also donated toiletry  
products to the Fisher House. In May we plan on joining women from 
across the state in Madison for a “legislative day visit”. Please join 
our organization to stay connected. $20 a year. Checks payable to 
WCRW…mail to WCRW, P.O. Box 316, Hubertus, WI  53033.

    
Kathy Kiernan, President 

Washington County Republican Women 

Chairman’s Corner

Chairman: Jim Geldreich   Vice-Chairman: Randy Marquardt
Secretary: Helen Trudeau   Treasurer: Diane Ambroziak

Meetings are held monthly on every third Tuesday at 7 pm at county party
headquarters, 519 Hickory St., West Bend. Any party member is welcome to attend.

WCRp executive Committee
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UpCoMINg eVeNtS
May 12-14, 2017

rpW State Convention, 
Chula Vista resort, WI Dells

July 25-30, 2017
Washington County Fair

August 24, 2017
general Membership Meeting/

pints & politics, site tBA
September 23, 2017

WINNINg Fundraiser event, 
Columbian Banquet Hall

January 28, 2018
 Lincoln Day Brunch & Caucus, 

Columbian Banquet Hall
August 4, 2018

Annual Fundraiser, 
Columbian Banquet Hall

New Website
Only a few days before this writing, the WCRP unveiled our 

new website. This site is much more colorful and interactive than 
the previous site. Please visit the new website at: “http://www.
washingtoncountygop.org” www.washingtoncountygop.org and 
bookmark it for future reference. Thanks to our technology chairman 
Diane Pedersen for all her efforts in designing the new website.  Also, 
if you haven’t done so already, please “like” our Facebook page at 
“Washington County Republican Party, WI”. The page is refreshed 
daily with news, WCRP updates and event photos.  Please share the 
Facebook postings and invite your like-minded friends to like the 
page as well.  Our new goal is 1000 likes.



A younger co-worker asked me recently 
where you can go to get news you can trust. 
That’s an incredibly important question for 
all of us. We live in the what’s referred to 
as the information age…but lately it seems 
more like something between white noise and 
disinformation. During the campaign, Donald 
Trump made a point of calling out the “fake 

news” stories coming from his opponents and their accomplices 
in the media, and during the first few months of his Presidency, 
several more high-profile stores have “broken” but were then 
proven demonstrably false in the following days. My answer to my 
co-worker was that there’s no one you can truly “trust”. Even in the 
halcion days of Walter Cronkite, there was a definite slant to the 
news (just look at Vietnam War coverage) – the difference was that 
average people had neither access to, or time to obtain, the counter 
point of view. Now that we have all the information in the world 
at our fingertips, each of us can, before shooting off our mouths or 
“re-tweeting” something, sift through various sources and make our 
own judgment.

The Left has turned their efforts to aggressively going after 
“alternative” sources of information – the more popular the host 
or program, the higher the target level. Bill O’Reilly just found out 
that any skeletons in the closet can get you fired once the heat is 
focused directly. Will others be able to withstand the scrutiny and 
keep bringing us the conservative point of view?

We hear liberal ideas everywhere, but if you’re like me, you 
look to Fox News and listen to talk radio, primarily to hear a take 
on current events that resonates with your own. We have seen 
dramatic changes over the past few years as corporate control has 
changed, as hosts have retired or moved on, and as show popularity 
ebbs and flows. We have to hope that current and future show hosts 
and media companies have the courage to keep supplying us with 
a conservative point of view. If that information isn’t available, we 
might start to doubt our own beliefs and convictions, making us less 
likely to fight for what we believe in the political arena – exactly 
what the Left intends and why they are attacking so hard. 

Randy Marquardt, Vice Chairman
Washington County GOP

Vice Chairman’s Corner

Washington County Republican Women

Congressmen Sensenbrenner’s West Bend town hall meeting

Congressman Sensenbrenner speaks at the 5th District Caucus

Lincoln Day Brunch at Scenic View CC

 Sen. Leah Vukmir speaks at Pints & Politics

State Assembly Report
I am happy with the progress we are 

making in the Assembly this session. I would 
like to highlight the following bills that you 
may have heard about in the news. To start 
off,  I co-authored Assembly Bill (AB) 243, 
which requires the Department of Workforce 
Development (DWD) to allocate $50,000 for 
the purpose of conducting a study to assist job-

seekers receiving unemployment insurance. This bill would direct 
the DWD to utilize a social impact bond model, in order to assist 
jobseekers that are obtaining unemployment insurance by possibly 
offering the unemployed mobility grants to relocate to areas where 
employment is offered. AB 243 has strong bipartisanship support. 

One of the areas I hear about is people with children are often 
stuck having to make a choice between receiving help and working 
full-time. They are often afraid to work more hours and as a result 
losing aid that helps them pay for childcare. AB 241 is designed to 
address this issue. Instead of being dropped like a hot potato from 
certain government programs one can now work more hours and 
receive the help they need. This bill will help many people in that 
predicament. AB 241 “This bill allows an individual who receives a 
child care subsidy through the Wisconsin Shares program to continue 
to be eligible to receive a partial subsidy if that individual’s family 
gross income increases to above 200 percent of the poverty line for 
a family the size of the individual’s family. Subsidy under Wisconsin 
Shares is having a family gross income at or below 185 percent of the 
poverty line. If an individual is already receiving a child care subsidy 
under Wisconsin Shares and his or her family’s gross income increases 
above 185 percent of the poverty line, under current law the individual 
remains eligible for the child care subsidy until his or her family’s 
gross income exceeds 200 percent of the poverty line. Under this bill, 
the individual remains eligible to receive a child care subsidy under 
Wisconsin Shares if his or her family’s gross income exceeds 200 
percent of the poverty line, but the individual’s co-payment increases 
by $1 for every $3 by which the family’s gross income exceeds 200 
percent of the poverty line.”

Rep. Bob Gannon, 58th Assembly District

State Senate Report
The story of Wisconsin’s economic rebound 

is just amazing. Back when Jim Doyle was 
governor, our state had an unemployment rate 
of nearly 10 percent. Businesses were fleeing 
our state, and our budgets were a mess. This 
week, Wisconsin’s unemployment rate dipped 
all the way down to 3.4%. That’s the lowest it’s 

been since April of 2000. How well do we stack up to other states 
in the Midwest? According to the United States Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS), Wisconsin has the second lowest unemployment rate 
in the Midwest and it’s more than a full point lower than the national 
unemployment rate. More people are working in Wisconsin than ever 
before. Employers are optimistic and you can see why! Wisconsin is 
working!

Our state now has the highest total labor force and employment 
numbers ever. Jobs are back, and our state budget has a 
surplus.  Wisconsin is open for business again! One of the secrets of 
our success is a tax credit put into the state budget by Republicans in 
2011. According to a study from a University of Wisconsin economics 
professor, the Manufacturing and Agriculture tax credit is responsible 
for 21,000 manufacturing jobs and 42,000 jobs overall. It’s a great 
example of how lowering the tax burden can lead to an increase in 
more jobs.

Sen. Alberta Darling

A big thank you to everyone who helped 
re-elect Judge Todd Martens. Also, our other 
Judges – Pouros and Hagadorn. Congratulation 
to Washington County Justice Annette Ziegler 
for her re-election to the Supreme Court. Thank 
you to everyone who helped with Dr. Holtz’s 
campaign as well. Something I would like to 

share with everyone is a connection from the executive office of the 
President. The Office of Public Affairs has reached out to people who 
were very involved in the Trump campaign. Crystal Berg, Jennie 
Frederick and I are part of a “reach out” to people who know the pulse 
of the people. A wide variety of people are involved. The mission 
is to keep us informed about the President’s agenda. We receive 
the President’s schedule each morning. We can call with questions 
or concerns. We are part of a monthly nationwide conference call. 
The last call featured Kellyanne Conway. Crystal and I, along with 
several other Wisconsin women were invited to the White House 
for a “Women’s Empowerment Panel”. The President and the First 
Lady were there, as well as Vice President Pence, Kellyanne Conway 
and K.T. McFarland. The panel moderator was Pam Bondi, A.G. 
of Florida. The panelists included: Betsy Devos (U.S. Secretary of 
Education), Linda McMahon (Administrator of the Small Business 
Administration), Nikki Haley (U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations) 
and Seema Verma (Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services). To say the least, this was such a special event. 
The panel discussion was great. The afternoon event ended with a 
speech by President Trump. The event was held in the East Room and 
there were about 200 women in attendance. It was truly an honor to 
be invited.

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman

Campaign Report

A Look Ahead
Despite the presidential election being behind us, the WCRP 

still has a busy year ahead.  Please make a note of these events/dates 
coming up in the next quarter. Up first is the RPW state convention, 
which is May 12-14. The WCRP will be at the West Bend Farmers 
Market on four different Saturdays this summer, and our float will be 
in six community parades. We will have our usual double wide booth 
at the Washington County Fair July 25-30. Planning is underway for 
a combined general membership meeting/Pints & Politics on August 
24 – location yet to be announced. Then on September 23, we will hold 
our WINNING fundraiser at the Columbian Banquet Hall. We hope to 
see you at many of these events. Please contact our office at (262) 334-
4150 if you are interested in getting involved or assisting us.

WINNINg eVeNt
Save the date – Saturday, September 23, 2017.  This is the date 

of our annual fundraiser.  This is the event normally held in mid-
late June at the Columbian Banquet Hall, but it has been moved 
back three months this year.   Same location, different date!  The 
theme for this year’s fundraiser is WINNING.  Winning represents 
the strides and accomplishments we have made in Wisconsin since 
2010 in turning the state red!  We will be celebrating our victories 
in 2016, as well as looking ahead to the elections of 2018, which 
include supreme court, Governor and  US Senator’s elections.  Some 
special guests will be on hand to spend the evening with us, along 
with guest auctioneers.  As in the past, we are asking for raffle prize 
donations.  Please contact Jim or Kathy if you can donate a prize for 
this event. Thanks in advance for your generosity!


