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Since I became WCRP chairman in 2005,
I’m not sure I can remember a stranger time in
which I’ve prepared a quarterly newsletter.
Instead of preparing for our WCRP summer
events and a presidential campaign, everyone’s
focus has been redirected.  Randy’s article
inside echoes my thoughts about the COVID-

19 pandemic, so I will not duplicate our collective thoughts here.
However for a moment, I would like to share some facts the virus
had on the spring election.  Contrary to what I heard talk radio and
the criticism leveled against us by some constituents, the Republican
Party was quite active in fighting for a fair spring election.  As many
of us know, the Dems were going to court to eliminate photo ID,
eliminate proof of residency, and eliminate voting polls altogether,
all on account of COVID-19.  Imagine that – an all mail in election!
Can anyone even imagine the chicanery and hanky-panky that
would’ve brought upon this state? So let’s go back to my original
point about the Republican Party.  For those unaware, our RPW
Chairman Andrew Hitt is a practicing attorney.  If any political
situation ever cried out for our leader to be an attorney, this was it.
Going back several weeks before the April 6 election, Chairman Hitt
along with RPW Executive Director Mark Jefferson were working
diligently to fight these aforementioned developments brought upon
by the Dems.  Most if not all of these proposed election changes
were clearly unconstitutional.  This led to six RPW lawsuits written
and filed by Chairman Hitt to keep this election fair and within the
rules, one of which went to all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court
and was decided in our favor.  Had the Dems gotten their way for the
election to be an all mail election, it would’ve permanently changed
the election landscape for the foreseeable future and led to possible
tragic results in November.  Obviously the results of the spring
election were not what we had hoped, but at least moving forward
we can be assured that previous election rules and laws are still in
place.  We owe a debt of gratitude to Chairman Hitt for his intense
concern in keeping our elections constitutional and within the rules,
as well as not allowing the other side to bully their way around in
court.  

At some point in the next few weeks, our West Bend campaign
office will turn into a Trump Victory Center and will be staffed by
two RPW Field Directors.  In addition, much like in 2012, there may
also be another Victory Center in Germantown.  I will keep
everyone posted on these developments, but rest assured Wisconsin
is a battleground state for President Trump, and as always
Washington County will be expected to deliver large numbers for
the President.  We aim to retain our moniker as “reddest county in
the state”.  

Happy Mother’s Day to you all!

Jim Geldreich, Chairman • Washington County GOP

Every 2nd Saturday – Breakfast and political talk.
Programs several times a year. Held at restaurants around
the county as well as several members’ homes 9:00-
10:30am. Locations listed in monthly newsletter.

Monthly Executive Board Meetings – 1st Wednesday
of the month at GOP office, 519 Hickory St., West Bend.

For updated information and events please go to the
Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women’s website –
www.wifrw.org. Click on counties, then click on
Washington to see our site information.

…………………………………………………………………
The GOP Report is a quarterly publication of the Republican Party of
Washington County. Its purpose is to publicize the actions of the
executive committee and upcoming events and activities of the party
as well as to provide a forum for elected officials to report business
and inform members of pertinent issues.  
Please forward any comments, articles or upcoming events to Jim
Geldreich jgeld@charter.net with a subject line GOP Newsletter or
leave a message at our office phone 262-334-4150.

Chairman’s Corner
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June 20, 2020 
West Bend Farmers Market

July 4, 2020  
West Bend, Germantown, Hartford parades (tentative)

July 10-11, 2020  
RPW State Convention, KI Center, Green Bay (tentative)

July 18, 2020 
West Bend Farmers Market

July 21-26, 2020 
Washington County Fair (tentative)

August 11, 2020 
Congressional Primary Election

August 15, 2020
West Bend Farmers Market

August 24-27, 2020 
Republican National Convention, Charlotte, NC

September 19, 2020  
West Bend Farmers Market

October 24, 2020  
Annual WCRP Fundraiser, Columbian Banquet Hall

November 3, 2020 
Election Day

Return Service
Requested

I have learned serval new things this spring.  I
am not sure all of them are good.  The first one is
Corona Virus or COVID 19.  With this we have
experienced a shut down of what the government
considers non-essential workers.  We can not
longer get our hair cut, dogs groomed, dinner with
our family, drinks at a local establishment, or

gather at church.  The next is social distancing” you must keep at least 6’
between you and another person.  It applies to standing in line anywhere.
There are lines, “X”, and other markers painted on floors and sidewalks.
Stores are counting people walking into them.  The rules change every
week.  What was acceptable one week is no longer acceptable the next.
Schools and business shut down and we watch our economy shrink, and
experience higher unemployment then we have seen in years.

I wonder how many freedoms we are willing to give up when a
Governor, or Health Secretary decides we must “stay at home”.  How or
why can they decide what is essential.  How many group meetings such
as AA, support groups for addicts, or bible studies are shut down because
too many people are in the room. Who decides this is not essential?

I do not agree that we should be shut down.  I do believe we should
exercise personal responsibilities.  We should not be held hostage in our
own homes.  We should not close businesses.  Let’s contact our
legislators and Governor and let them know it is time to “OPEN
WISCONSIN”

Maryann Rathke, President
Washington County Republican Women

WCRW Report

Chairman: Jim Geldreich Vice-Chairman: Randy Marquardt
Secretary: Helen Trudeau Treasurer: Diane Ambroziak

Meetings are held monthly on every third Tuesday at 7 pm at county party
headquarters, 519 Hickory St., West Bend. Any party member is welcome to attend.

WCRP Executive Committee

As we slowly move into the summer of 2020, many events are still
uncertain.  The WCRP had planned on participating in several West Bend
Farmers Markets, the July 4 parades, and the Washington County Fair.
As of this writing, we are still planning to do so.  However obviously we
know that things may not reopen as quickly as we hope.  One event that
we are confident will take place is our annual WCRP fundraiser,
Saturday, October 24 at the Columbian Banquet Hall in West Bend.  This
themed event will be the same as in the past with raffles, a live auction,
and a program with a guest speaker.  At the moment, we haven’t decided
on a theme yet, but hope to attract a high profile speaker, perhaps a
Trump surrogate.  So we ask that you please pencil the date October 24
onto your calendars, and we will have more information coming in the
near future.

SUMMER EVENTS



This week the Assembly Committee on
State Affairs held an informational hearing
on the Back to Business proposal offered by
the Wisconsin Manufacturer's and
Commerce. The proposal is based on a
number of metrics including the infection
rate, population density, and hospital

capacity for the county the business is operating in. I have
heard from many constituents with varying positions on the
extended Safer at Home Order issued by the Evers
Administration. It is important for us to balance our priorities
when looking at ways to begin reopening our economy. I have
the privilege of serving on this committee.  Last week,
Governor Evers issued a directive to open more state parks and
forests.  As of May 1st, an additional 34 state parks and forests
will be open for us. There are some restrictions, including
reduced capacity and operating hours as well as the closure of
all restroom facilities. Admission is still required through a
state park sticker or trail pass. 

As some of you already know, the state of Wisconsin
received $1.9 billion through the federal CARES Act that was
recently passed. Two agencies have already developed
proposals to distribute some funds and have asked the Joint
Committee on Finance for approval to disburse the funds.  The
Department of Public Instruction plans on allocating almost
$175 million to public schools to improve virtual schooling.
They plan to use the remaining 10% of the funds allocated to
pay for training for teachers on virtual schooling and to
increase course offerings.

Rep. Dan Knodl

Assembly Report
I don’t know about you, but when I hear

“in these uncertain times”, I just want to
scream!  The real crisis facing us today is the
assault on our basic freedoms.  As I write
this, we do not know the outcome of the
lawsuit currently in front of the Supreme
Court – but that entails minute details of

government roles and authorities.  With a wider view, what
we’re seeing for the first time in generations is what
government tyranny looks like.

In sweeping, one-size-fits-all measures, states across our
country suspended basic freedoms of association, travel and
self-determination, under the guise of public health and safety.
As a short-term pause, to allow our medical professionals to
get their bearings on a novel disease, most of us accepted the
initial logic behind these orders.  But, after nearly six weeks,
with a significant amount of knowledge and experience gained,
we are no longer pursuing logic – we seem reluctant to admit
that this was all done over something that amounts to an
aggressive strain of the flu.  Unfortunately, we are now seeing
a baser, uglier side of human nature take hold.

We are seeing gutless politicians, frightened of being
blamed for sickness or death, paralyzed to inaction or blaming
others for shortcomings.  Many are relishing their new-found
emergency powers and are busy micromanaging what their
citizens can and cannot do, like little dictators.  We see them
handing out favors to groups in ideological ways, whether
allowing normal operations to continue, or subsidizing them
financially.  Meanwhile, both parties are invested in attempting
to salve over it all using vast amounts of debt-spending.  But
the worst of it has been the encouragement of people to snitch
on their neighbors, using the power of government to control
behavior they deem to be incorrect.

My boss, who is a generation older than me, has mentioned
a watershed moment in his life – the Kent State shootings,
where Americans in uniform violently clashed with student
protestors.  It was a point in history when our country was
severely divided on an issue, when basic freedoms were being
threatened, and things simply got out of hand.  As this current,
self-imposed economic recession deepens, I wonder if we are
moving toward a similar confrontation – on one hand, the
government control crowd seeking to keep everyone “safe”,
and on the other hand, freedom-loving Americans not wanting
handouts, and not wanting to be told that they can’t make a
living, can’t go to church, or can’t associate with friends and
family.  Potentially, I can see our law enforcement officers and
maybe even National Guard troops being caught in the middle.
Hopefully, reason will prevail before it gets to that point!

Benjamin Franklin warned us “Those who would give up
essential Liberty, to purchase a little temporary Safety, deserve
neither Liberty nor Safety.”  We need to heed that wisdom, urge
our representatives in government to loosen the shackles and
let us responsibly get back to work and our lives.  There have
never been “certain times” but we do know from history that a
government allowed to take away freedoms will rarely, if ever,
give them back.

Randy Marquardt, Vice Chairman
Washington County GOP

Vice Chairman’s Corner

P&P, the last WCRP event before the sheltering order

Chairman Jim accepts a new member award from the
Germantown Chamber of Commerce

Sen. Ron Johnson speaks to the WCRP at the 
Lincoln Day Brunch

WCRP watches President Trump’s SOTU address

A big thank you to everyone who helped
in any way for the election on April 7.
Many of you dropped literature, made
phone calls, knocked on doors (before we
couldn’t), sent post cards, etc.  Our voter
turnout was 55.24% - which is pretty good
for a spring election.  Democrat identified

voters – 35.14%, Republican Identified voters – 64.86%.
Donald Trump votes = 98.32%.  Wisconsin Supreme Court -Jill
Karofsky-14,483 (32.06%) Dan Kelly-30,665 (67.88%).  Court
of Appeals District 2 Lisa Neubauer-17,820 (43.48%) Paul
Bugenhagen-23,126 (56.42%).  Thank you to all our poll
workers.  Job well done.  Nomination papers =  I emailed them
to some of you.  Some of you would have received them in the
U.S. Mail.  It’s going be difficult to get signatures, so every one
counts.   Chairman Jim and I had a planning meeting with the
Trump campaign team and discussed a plan for Washington
County.  For now, we’re making phone calls and having
“conference” meetings.  We must run up the vote totals in the
WOW counties.   If you can volunteer in any way – please
contact me…katzkiernan@att.net or call me (262)628-3500.  

Kathy Kiernan, Campaign Chairman

Campaign Report

Although this caucus was quite challenging, it went pretty well.  We
heard from Congressman Sensenbrenner, Senator Johnson, RPW
Chairman Andrew Hitt and Andrew Iverson – Trump Victory State
Director.  They all had very interesting speeches.  We conducted our
regular required business.  We approved our resolutions with an
amendment to our educations resolution.  We had speeches from our
seven National Convention delegate candidates.  The delegates voted
whether to vote to endorse a 5th congressional district candidate for
congress.  We did vote yes.  Scott Fitzgerald was nominated by Crystal
Berg, Washington County, and seconded by Jim Schildbach, Jefferson
County.  We did vote to endorse Scott Fitzgerald.  He gave a very
gracious acceptance speech.  Thank you to all our Washington County
delegates who were on the call.

Kathy Kiernan, 5th Congressional District Chairman 

Fifth Congressional Caucus –
April 26

As you may have heard the 5th Congressional district officially
endorsed Senator Scott Fitzgerald for its candidate to replace the
retiring Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner.  Per our constitution, the
WCRP cannot endorse a congressional candidate in an open primary.
The WCRP office in West Bend remains closed until the shelter in
place order is lifted.  If anyone needs has a question or needs
assistance, please leave a message at (262) 334-4150.  Please refer to
our website and our Facebook page for updates.  Our Facebook page
title is “Washington County Republican Party WI”.  Later in 2020, we
will be shifting toward an electronic quarterly newsletter.  If we have
an email address on file for you, your newsletter will be emailed
instead of hard copy mailed.  This will be a significant cost savings for
the WCRP, as the newsletter is one of our largest annual expenses.  If
you wish to continue receiving the newsletter in the mail, please let us
know.  The RPW state convention has been tentatively rescheduled for
July 10-11 at the KI Center in Green Bay.  If you had reservations for
the May 15-17 convention, they have been canceled for you.  More
information coming very soon.  

WCRP ODDS AND ENDS

WCRP at the Bob & Rocco Gun Show, January 2020


